MUMMERING

Mummering, or "jannying," is a traditional Newfoundland and Labrador Christmas
house-visiting custom where disguised, masked individuals visit neighbors in winter,
singing, dancing, and playing instruments. Hosts guess the visitors' identities before
offering drinks and food, with the goal being community merriment.

T S

: * 3
< L8 _ -
— - - ig -~ — “Hotlin' on The Rock™ "&3 T
R - _— ~ - — . -.
2 S T T “wlywt = . 2

**Bowlers and guests can come prepared to dance their "best newfie jig" to a
traditional Newfoundland song, if they would like to participate. Participation is
not mandatory.**

Key Aspects of Mummering:

« Disguise: Mummers wear absurd, borrowed clothing, such as masks, veils,
stuffed bras, and long underwear, often altering their voices and walk to stay
unrecognizable.

« The Visit: Often starting with the question "Any mummers allowed in?", they fill
houses with music and play instruments like the "ugly stick".

o Tradition History:

With roots in the UK and Ireland, it was popular in Newfoundland in the 1800s. It
was briefly banned in 1860 due to incidents of violence but has made a
significant comeback, with a modern Mummers Festival in St. John’s.

« Modern Context: It is recognized as a distinctive cultural practice in
Newfoundland and Labrador, often used to foster community spirit during the
holiday season.



https://www.google.com/search?q=jannying&newwindow=1&sca_esv=34a2247af5a8bac5&biw=1536&bih=703&ei=ln_haYugFp_V5NoPou_28Qk&oq=MUMMERING&gs_lp=&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&ved=2ahUKEwi28qPc0vOTAxVuM1kFHShECToQgK4QegYIAQgAEAM
https://www.google.com/search?q=ugly+stick&oq=mummering&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgCEAAYgAQyCQgAEEUYORiABDIHCAEQABiABDIHCAIQABiABDIHCAMQABiABDILCAQQABgKGAsYgAQyCwgFEAAYChgLGIAEMgsIBhAAGAoYCxiABDILCAcQABgKGAsYgAQyCwgIEAAYChgLGIAEMgsICRAAGAoYCxiABNIBCTUxMDJqMGoxNagCCLACAfEFJFdHJJqgCKc&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwjN663Vz_OTAxVOGVkFHR1DL_oQgK4QegYIAQgAEAw
https://www.mummersfestival.ca/mummering-in-nl

